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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE 

This Month at OP
(Please check our school  website for 

updated 
Calendar  of events)

Monday,  January  9th
-  Classes resume after Christmas 

break

Tuesday, January  10
-  City Wide School Council                               

Eastview Middle School 7:00 PM

Wednesday, January  11 
-  RDPSD Board Meeting

Monday, January  16
- OP School Council Meeting 3:45 

PM                 

Thursday,  January  19
- Hot Lunch Day-Preorder through 

Heal thy Hunger  - Boston Pizza)

Friday, January 20
- Staff Learning Day-No school for 

Students

Januar y 2023

Newsletter
January

Happy New Year Oriole Park Families!  I hope you had a wonderful Christmas 
vacation and a restful and relaxing break.  The weather took a wonderful turn 
for the better, so it was certainly nice to be able to enjoy the beautiful 
outdoor weather over these last couple of weeks.  We look forward to 
continuing to enjoy outside time as we return to school and learning.  
Literacy & Numeracy continue to be our focus as well as implementing the 
new curriculum (K-3) and ensuring the health & wellness of our students is a 
priority.  We look forward to getting back to our routines & learning!

January marks the beginning of our Skating Unit.  We are always looking for 
parent volunteers to come and help tie skates.  No volunteer form is 
necessary for this - just extra hands available sometime throughout the day.  
Please f i l l  out  t h is G Form  if you are able to help.  We have equipment for 
students to borrow if they do not have skates & a helmet.  Helmets MUST be 
CSA Approved for skating - NO Bike helmets allowed.

January also brings our yearly Reading Challenge.  When families turn off the 
screens and turn to a good book together, it makes for a great collective 
activity and lots to talk about after!  We have prizes for students who reach 
their weekly goals and a whole-school celebration at the end of the Reading 
Challenge.  Look for information to come home on the Reading Challenge 
this first week back and we'll begin on January 16!  The Red Deer  Public 
Library has FREE m em berships to residents of Red Deer - so sign up today!

Huge shout out to Mme Terrenzio & Mrs. Weststrate, along with the entire OP 
Staff who helped put on the Winter Concert & Winter Walk.  We  were so 
happy to have our first in-person concert in 2 years.  Here is a l ink  t o t he 
video of  t he concer t  if you were not able to make it or just want to have a 
look at the incredible talent our students displayed that night.  Thank you to 
all who came out and supported our Oriole Park Christmas Hamper 
fundraiser with your toonie (or more!!!!) donations!  We raised $630.50 that 
night in donations to our hamper program!  Thank you all so much!

We are a NUT 
FREE School

Please ref rain 
f rom  sending 
nut  product s
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St af f  Park ing Lot
Student safety is always our top priority.  The 
parking lot is for STAFF access only and parents of 
children in wheelchairs or who have mobility 
issues. 

Please do NOT dr ive in our  park ing 
lot  for  pick  up or  drop of f  at  any t im e 
of  t he day.  This poses a significant safety risk 

to our students who may be walking to school late 
or coming from an appointment.  

There are plenty of places to park on the front 
street (Oldbury Street) that requires literally a few 
steps more and does not put our students at risk.  
Vehicles driving in the lot and backing up to leave 
pose a serious risk to our students who move 
around school building for a number of daily 
activities.  

Please help us keep your child and all our OP 
students safe by not driving in our parking lot 
during the school day.  We appreciate your 
understanding and support in this matter.

Reading Challenge
Literacy is not only a goal within our school, but also an over-arching Red Deer Public School goal 
for all students.  January brings our yearly Reading Challenge, hosted by OP Admin, which 
encourages OP Students and Families to get involved.  The challenge will run from Jan 16 - Feb 19

Students are encouraged to read (this is additional reading time than what we already do at school)

- Grades:  Kindergarten to Grade 2 & Pathways:  15 minutes per night
- Grades:  3 - 5:  30 minutes per night

When students meet their weekly goals of 105 minutes (Gr K-2)  or 210 minutes (Gr 3-5), they 
qualify for prizes.  We encourage parents to set up a nice comfy area in the house that encourages 
children to sit and read in comfort with good lighting and a great atmosphere.  Make it fun and 
when the whole family gets involved, it promotes literacy and learning for everyone.  Talk about 
the book(s) after to increase comprehension skills for students.  Have them talk about the moral of 
the story and how it can apply to real life.  These are all important skills in reading & literacy.  

Wint er  Clot hing
Just a reminder on outdoor weather protocols and 
dressing for the changing winter weather.  We go 
outside at least three times per day (3 recesses) 
and sometimes for Phys Ed class too (skating, 
skiing, outdoor winter activities).   It is important 
that students are dressed for the weather, 
including an extra pair of socks & gloves in their 
backpack if you are able.  We do have extra 
supplies at the school, but often children want to 
wear their own gear. 

 The threshold is around -20 with a windchill.  We 
do have an on-site weather station, which is what 
guides our decision on indoor vs. outdoor recesses 
and/or Phys Ed.  There is a team of staff that 
decides on whether we go outside or not by 
carefully considering the on-site weather data 
which also communicates the wind chill.  

If you need assistance with winter clothing 
supplies, please let us know.  Ms. Carla (our CLW) 
has a large stash of coats, snow pants, & boots.  
We keep a container of gloves & toques in the 
office for students to borrow if and when needed.  
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École Or iole Par k  School  ~ Januar y  2023

Parent  Links - Resources - Inform at ion

STA Y INFORM ED - COM M UNICA TION
  School Website  ~~  Class Webpages  ~~  Newsletters  ~~  Social Media

Our OP School Websit e is our primary source of communication between the school and home.  
Please ensure you check out the OP Websit e regularly.  You can also follow us on Facebook 
(@OrioleParkElementaryRDP) &/or Instagram (Ecole_Oriole_Park_School)

Each homeroom teacher hosts a class websit e and most also have a Google Classroom.  Please 
connect with your child's homeroom teacher for their G Classroom Link.  If your child is going to be 
absent for any extended period of time, please connect with their homeroom teacher to stay 
updated on the material they will miss and the format for completing vital work.

New to our District is BrightSpace - Here is the parent guide.  Parents can sign up for BrightSpace and 
follow all your children's progress on the SAME platform.  

Links t o cam ps & inform at ion of  int erest  t o parent s:

- Kids Yoga Club - Tuesdays 4 - 5:10 pm starting Jan 10 -  Introduce your child to 
the benefits of yoga - increased flexibilty, strength, self-confidence, 
self-regulation, body awareness, and coordination.  Visit l i t t lel ight syoga.ca  

Please f i l l  out  t h is Google Form  
if you are able to come to the 
school one or more times to help 
tie skates for our skating unit.  
Any and all help is appreciated!

Students MUST wear CSA 
Approved helmets for skating/ 
ice hockey - Bicycle helmets are 
NOT acceptable.  We have 
helmets (& skates) for students 
to borrow for those that need.

Skat ing Unit  Help 
Needed

Pr ingles Cans Needed - if you have any Pringles cans hangin' 
around your house - we could use them for Art Projects!
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École Or iole Par k  School  ~ Januar y  2023

K INDERGA RTEN REGISTRA TION 2023

École Oriole Park School offers 
half-day Kindergarten in both English 
and French Immersion.

You can find more school-specif ic 
inform at ion here on our  websit e.

Children MUST be 5 years of age by 
December 31, 2023 in order to attend 
Kindergarten in Sept of 2023. 

We have Red Deer Child Care Society 
on site in our school to offer 
KinderCare to children of OP School 
who require the other half day care.

Please call Jacki or Sandy at OP School 
if you have any questions or require 
further information.

 Many parents are not receiving
 information from OP School - this is a
 setting on your mobile device - please 
 follow the instructions here to opt in to
 receive Text Messages from RDPSD &/or
 OP School so you stay informed on what
 is happening at your child's school! 

 Text  "Y"  or  "YES"  t o 978338

OPT IN FOR OP TEXT 
MESSAGES
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École Or iole Par k  School|   Januar y  2023

Congratulations to the following amazing OP students for being recognized &  celebrated for 
demonstrating one of the RDPSD Values for Learning &  Life:  (Student names &  values are celebrated on 
OPN News weekly, students receive a certificate from the Principal in class, and public recognition in the 
monthly newsletter (assuming no FOIP restrictions.))  Congratulations to all our students who received an 
OP Student Recognition Certificate this past month.  Way to go Orioles!! !

STUDENT RECOGNITION

FIRST Award Grade Teacher

Bella Curious 2 Mrs. Fichter

Minahil Respectful 2 Mrs. Fichter

Matthew Collaborative 2 Mrs. Fichter

Kayden Resilient 2 Mrs. Fichter

SarahMae Respectful 2 Mme Konan

Caroline Respectful 2 Mme Konan

Juniper Resilient 2 Mme Konan

Akhil Curious 2 Mme Konan

Kayden Responsible 1 Mme Josée

Sawyer Resilient 1 Mme Josée

Izzabelle Responsible 1 Mme Josée

Nadia Resilient 1 Mme Josée

Vickie Respectful 1 Mme Josée

Saul Responsible 4 Mr. Hart

Thomas Collaborative 4 Mr. Hart

Hadeel Curious 4 Mr. Hart

Ghazal Respectful 4 Mr. Hart

Sham Resilient K Ms. Baird

Khai Healthy K Ms. Baird

Yuna Responsible 5 Mrs. Tuazon-King

Avery Respectful 5 Mrs. Tuazon-King
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FIRST Award Grade Teacher

Lily Curious 3 Mme Kayla

Noah Curious 3 Mme Kayla

Graysen Resilient 3 Mme Kayla

Mitchell Respectful 3 Ms. Weststrate

Michael Responsible 3 Ms. Weststrate

Luke Curious 3 Ms. Weststrate

Jr . Cur l ing Volunt eers Needed
The Red Deer Curling Club is in dire need of adult 
volunteers to help run the Jr. Curling program.  
Unfortunately, OP School could not open the 
attachment with more information, so please contact 
one or both of:

Ali Light foot  via em ail - judeandali@shaw.ca

Phil Roll ingson via em ail - roadhole@gm ail.com

Thank you OP Fam ilies!
Thank you so much to our generous and giving 
OP Families who supported the December 
Hamper Drive & Toonie (or more!) donation at 
our Winter Concert.

We brought in $630.50 at our Winter Concert 
and student donations during the December 
Hamper drive totalled:  $299.00.

We made over 20 complete hampers and 
provided all of our OP Families in need with 
food and supplies to help make their Christmas 
season a litt le easier.  Thank you all so much for 
your kindness & generosity!

Order  
your  Pink  

Shir t  
TODAY!

Red Deer  Public School Dist r ict  has teamed up with NorthStar 
Sports to offer you an easy option to purchase a Pink Shirt in 
recognition of Bullying Awareness Day in February.  Please 
follow  t his l ink  if you are interested in ordering a Pink  Shir t  (the 
school does NOT have sizes to try on for this campaign)
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THANK YOU ~ Cilant ro & Chive
We cannot say enough about our community support as 
we have embarked upon the building of an Outdoor 
Garden space for OP School.  Cilantro & Chive supported 
us with an in-house dessert and $1 of every order coming 
to our project.  Further, our school-wide ice cream 
sandwich sale was a huge success - thanks to YOUR 
support - and on December 21, Cilantro & Chive came to 
our school assembly to present the cheque - $1204.00!!!!   
This will go a long way to helping us buy soil & seeds for 
our garden in the spring!  Thank you so much to OP 
Families & to Cilantro & Chive for their amazing support!

A lit t le Elf  fun at  OP - Chr ist m as Shenanigans

You crazy Elf on a 
Shelf -  with your 
messes 
everywhere!  The 
kids were 
mesmer ized with 
a "breathing" &  
blinking elf!  :) 

Day 1:  in t he Library
Day 2:  in t he Library

Day 3:  in t he Gym

Day 1:  in t he LibraryDay 1:  in t he Library

Day 3 for  PM Kindergar t en:  
in t he hallway

Day 4 in t he Music Room
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School Council Corner

IMPORTANT Links for  Parents
Child Under  18 COVID-19 Healt h Screening Form

OP Parent  Corner  - programs/info from Community 
Sources for your information 
only

opinfo@rdpsd.ab.ca - 
attendance email to report 
your child's absence

 Free Urgent  Dent al Screening For  Children
Call the Johnstone Crossing Community Health

Centre at 403-356-6302 to see if your family qualifies.

School Council Meet ings  

Our next meeting will take place 
IN PERSON (OP Library)

On Monday, January 16, 2023

3:45 pm

 Please join our Oriole Park School Parents 
& Council Facebook Group!  Link HERE

OP School Council  
welcomes all parents to our 

meetings so you have a voice 
and can stay informed on what 

is happening at your child's 
school.  We look forward to a 

wonderful working relationship 
with our families 

and OP Staff.

OP Contact Information:

403- 347- 3731 

op@rdpsd.ab.ca 

oriolepark.rdpsd.ab.ca

403- 347- 3735

opinfo@rdpsd.ab.ca

or use the Parent App

5 Oldbury Street

RED DEER AB

T4N 2A8

Digit al Cit izenship
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