
ORIOLE PARK

Important
Dates

Toujours amis .... where friendships begin

October was a busy month with Parent Teacher Conferences, Picture Day,
a Rugby Fest for our Grade 4 & 5 students, Thanksgiving, Hat & Hoodie
Day, Swim Lessons for Grades 2-5, and Large Group Health sessions.  We
loved the warmer fall weather, but it sure took a turn for cooler
temperatures in late October!  Coats for Kids is collecting gently used
coats for those in need, so if your child has outgrown a jacket that is no
longer needed in your household, please consider washing it and donating
it to the bin at OP School in the front foyer.

Admin has once again started our Large Group Health lessons that focuses
instruction on both the new Health & Wellness Curriculum as well as the
Divisions Six Values for Learning and Life (Respectful, Curious,
Responsible, Collaborative, Resilient, Healthy).  These are values we use
and teach daily with the students and reinforce when we are helping them
problem solve in their relationships with others.  We have developed
lessons that are delivered to K-2's and then 3-5's in the gym, allowing
teachers time to collaborate and develop lessons in literacy and numeracy
to improve instruction.  

With the holiday season approaching, we are also gearing up for our
annual OP Food Drive.  If there are good sales on grocery items that you
have the ability to donate to the Food Hamper Drive in November, we
would be so grateful for your donations & support.  It takes a whole
community to help out and look after those in need, and we will certainly
have some of our own OP families in need this year.  Thank you for
considering and helping out those who are in challenging financial
circumstances.  

Our OP School (Parent) Council has been working hard at helping guide
the direction of OP School and organizing fundraisers.  The Parents have
moved the meetings to Wednesdays in the hope more parents can come
out - again, many hands make light work.  Healthy Hunger is up and
running and now the dates are set for the full year.  The Purdy’s
Fundraiser is also running and they are planning a poinsettia/holiday plant
fundraiser and just working on those details - more to follow on that.

Enjoy the wonderful changing colors of the season and double check that
fall & winter gear for your child so they are dressed for the weather!

Nov 2 - Large Group Health
Nov 7 - Remembrance Day
Ceremony - 10:30 am
Nov 8 - Staff Learning Day - No
School for Students
Nov 9/10 - Fall Break - No
School for Staff or Students
Nov 11 - Remembrance Day
Nov 15 - School Council Meeting
- 3:45 PM Library
Nov 17 - Dress as a Twin Day
Nov 21 - Lifetouch Picture
Retake Day
Nov 23 - Healthy Hunger Hot
Lunch (Edo) - Pls Pre-order
Dec 13 - Winter Concert -
English Program Students
Dec 14 - Winter Concert -
French Immersion Program
Students
Dec 13 - Choir (Grades 3-5)
performs at Concert 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

November  | 2023

Message from the Office

https://reddeerchristmasbureau.com/coats-for-kids/
https://healthyhunger.ca/
https://fundraising.purdys.com/join.aspx/836726-108186
https://fundraising.purdys.com/join.aspx/836726-108186


NEWS

Every year, schools are required to report on the data from the Parent, Student and Staff
Assurance Survey results.  Parents of students in selected grades are asked to fill out the
survey in the spring of each year and the results are sent to school divisions when the data is
compiled.  Principals / Admin teams then have to analyze the results, report the results to
School/ Parent Council (this was done on our Oct 18 meeting) and post the results on our
website by late November.  Please see the OP School Results Report for the 2022/2023
School year.  It should be noted that a Results Report is always on the PREVIOUS school year.

School Results Report

Scholastic Book Fair & Terry
Fox Run Update

Picture Retake Day
Lifetouch was at OP School on Friday,
October 20 for picture day.  The portrait
packages are able to be viewed online at
www.mylifetouch.ca, click on Student ID
and follow the detailed instructions to
view and order photos.  If you do not like
your child’s photo or they were absent
on Oct 20, please plan for Tuesday,
November 21 for retake day (individual
photos only).  
If you have any questions on this
ordering process, please call
the Lifetouch Customer Care Line at
1.866.457.8212 or access the live chat on
our website, www.mylifetouch.ca 

Thank you to all our OP families for
supporting these two events at OP School in
October!
The Scholastic Book Fair sold $4184 in sales
of which OP School receives $1565.00 in
rewards to buy new Library books!!  YEAYYY!

The Terry Fox Run was another success with
OP Students/Families raising $552.40 for
Cancer Research in honor of our Canadian
icon and legend, Terry Fox.    Well done!!!!
(as an FYI - last year, we raised $430 so this is
great to help out even more this year!)

OP Reading Challenge
November will see the OP Reading Challenge begin!  Students in all grades will be challenged to
read at home (15 minutes/night for K-2 students and 30 minutes/night for Grades 3-5).  Tracking
the minutes and handing in a “ticket” will earn a weekly prize.  The real reward comes from sharing
time together as a family and modeling the importance and value of literacy.  It is literacy skills
that directly equate to student success in school - so any reading that students do over and
above what we do at school is a benefit to your child.  
We have lots of online (free) reading resources - Linked here
Don’t forget, residents of Red Deer can get a FREE Library Card - and it is so fun for the kids to go
to the City Library and pick out books that interest them!  Make that a family fun day!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-etqqGVuVEiW24-mWhWZqsPDruVbqOXBd3EQIE3cO6I/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-etqqGVuVEiW24-mWhWZqsPDruVbqOXBd3EQIE3cO6I/edit
https://my.lifetouch.ca/mylifetouch/#/
http://www.mylifetouch.ca/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16Ue0zT33qZpz-6UPxLksCi5zdTaRfLR9yYgNXAJYK7c/edit
https://rdpl.org/membership/
https://rdpl.org/membership/


Parents, guardians and any family members are most welcome 
to join OP School for our Remembrance Day ceremony:

DATE:  Tuesday November 7th 
TIME:   Please be seated in the gym 
              NO LATER than 10:20 AM

Cell phones MUST be on silent or turned off during the ceremony.  Please refrain from bringing smaller
children and babies as this is not a ceremony that lends itself to noise/distractions.  Please ensure you
have clean footwear to wear in the gym as we are unable to cover our floors.

Poppies (stick on for Kindergarten & Grade 1 students - pin poppies for Grades 2 - 5) will be given to all
students on the day of our assembly.  If you choose to bring a small donation (or send one with your
child), all money collected will be taken to the Red Deer Legion to help Veteran programs.

OP School is seeking families to share pictures and a small story of any family members who served in
any capacity - this helps our OP students understand that military service happens within our own
community and isn’t something that is far removed.  If you have a family member who has served and
you are willing to share a picture and a few details, we would be most grateful and would like to share
that in a small powerpoint presentation for our students.  Please contact:  op@rdpsd.ab.ca  with the
details and a picture if possible.  Thank you.

Remembrance Day Assembly

NEWS
Purdy’s Chocolates Fundraiser

School Council (formerly called Parent Council) is organizing their first major
fundraiser of the year.  The funds raised help support school-programs and special

purchases (like cross country ski equipment for the PE program, field trip
transportation, Field Day snacks, etc.)

Last year, this fundraiser was a HUGE success - get more of your Christmas shopping
done early and support this great cause! Makes wonderful presents for neighbors,

teachers, friends, or Grandparents!
Orders Due:  November 29

Link to Catalog

Link to Order

mailto:op@rdpsd.ab.ca
mailto:op@rdpsd.ab.ca
https://www.purdys.com/media/wysiwyg/GnF/xmas2023/SF-Xmas-Catalogue-2023-v7.pdf
https://fundraising.purdys.com/join.aspx/836726-108186


If you have new or gently used toys, we will also collect on behalf of the Red Deer Christmas
Bureau.  Please consider recycling your toys if your children have outgrown them.

With the holiday season right around the corner - it is a perfect opportunity to reinforce the
concept of giving, receiving, and sharing with our students.  For families who are able to help,
please consider keeping an eye on sales at the grocery store to hlep out with needed food items
to fill food hampers for our OP families in need.  We will also have a toonie donation for those that
are able to help purchase hams/turkeys for families to have a warm Christmas meal with their
children.  See below for the items we will collect for hampers so you can watch for sales.  

NEWS
Food Drive - Holiday Season Hampers

Jan 18 - Popeyes Louisianna Kitchen
Feb 15 - Wok Box
March 27 - Taco Time
April 18 - Pizza Boxx
May 16 - Chopped Leaf
June 5 - Boston Pizza

OP School Council has set the remaining Healthy Hunger Hot Lunch dates and
restaurants for the year.  Feel free to order for your child for the entire year and
then they never miss out on a Hot Lunch date!  (Sept - Dec were set up previously)

Order a minimum of 5 days in advance of the date (or you could order the entire
year today!), pay online and lunch is delivered to OP School on that date!  Mark
your calendars and save yourself from one more task making lunches!!

Healthy Hunger Hot Lunch

https://healthyhunger.ca/


Parking / Driving Concerns

Congratulations!

NEWS

 Recently retired OP Teacher - Mme Melanie Beebe - has
been recognized at a National level for her excellence in
teaching!
Mme Beebe has received a Regional Certificate of
Achievement from the Prime Minister’s Awards for Teaching
Excellence in STEM.  She was nominated by OP Admin.

Please check out our OP Website for more detailed
information on Mme Beebe’s incredible work with her
students and for the reasons she was nominated.  We are so
blessed to have so many wonderful teachers like Mme Beebe
at OP School and we are thrilled that she could end her
esteemed career with such an incredible honour.

It is a struggle for every school - and every parent - and every neighborhood house near a school -
parking and driving concerns.  
We have received multiple complaints from our OP School neighbors that parents are parking /
blocking driveways at drop-off / pick-up times and some have even had verbal altercations with the
homeowners.  Our goal is to have a positive relationship with our OP neighbors as many of them are
kind enough to also watch out for our school on the evenings and weekends and help watch out for
& report nefarious activity.  
Homeowners have schedules and if they cannot safely exit their driveway because someone is
blocking their access, that is frustrating for them.  Parents have schedules too - and sometimes,
morning routines or afternoon responsibilities may have made you late for drop off or pick up.  We
still have to be role models for our kids and follow basic driving rules, parking rules and restrictions,
and basic decorum. 

Please consider that doing a U-turn in the middle of the road is not only illegal, but a huge safety
hazard for our children.  Crossing the road other than at a crosswalk is considered jaywalking, also a
hazard, a safety risk for our students, and isn’t teaching them proper road safety.  Blocking a
driveway with part of your vehicle is also against City of Red Deer parking laws which states: “23 (p)
.... A person must not allow a Vehicle to stop or park on any portion..., (p) within 1.5 metres of an
access to a ....driveway...   AND (q) within 5 metres of the near side of a marked crosswalk”     We
unfortunately have some drivers who are not abiding by these rules and placing our neighbors in a
situation where they are trapped from leaving and who put our Student AMA Patrollers at risk of
being seen by parking too close to the crosswalks.

Please keep our students safe and abide by all traffic & pedestrian  rules

Capstone Garden
Video

https://www.rdpsd.ab.ca/oriolepark/_ci/p/99869
https://www.rdpsd.ab.ca/oriolepark/_ci/p/99869
https://www.reddeer.ca/media/reddeerca/city-government/bylaws/3701-2023-Traffic-Bylaw.pdf
https://www.reddeer.ca/media/reddeerca/city-government/bylaws/3701-2023-Traffic-Bylaw.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JGqSCpxAfpY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JGqSCpxAfpY


Student Recognition
Congratulations to the following amazing OP Students for being recognized and
celebrated for demonstrating one of the RDPSD Values for Learning & Life.  (Student
names & values are celebrated on OP News weekly, students receive a certificate from
the Principal in class, and public recognition in the monthly newsletter (assuming no FOIP
restrictions))  Congratulations to all our students who received an OP Student
Recognition Certificate this past month.  Way to go Orioles!!! 

RESPECTFUL CUR IOUS

COLLABORAT IVE RESPONS I BLE

RES I L I ENT HEALTHY

October

Ellie ~~ 2K - Mme Konan
Adam ~~ 2 Pathways - Mrs Steele
Jacob ~~ 5 Pathways - Mrs Steele
Daniel ~~ 4BT - Ms. Bourke
Reese ~~ 3W - Ms. Weststrate
Shahad ~~ KB - Ms. Baird
William ~~ KB - Ms. Baird

October

Adelaide  ~~ 3K - Mme Klaudt
Brayden ~~ 2K - Mme Konan 
Zarak ~~ 1 Pathways - Mrs Steele
Lujein ~~ 4TK - Mrs. Tuazon-King
Chloe ~~ 4BT - Ms. Bourke

October

Khing Harry ~~ 3W - Ms. Weststrate

October

Sawyer ~~ 2K  - Mme Konan
Amily ~~ 4TK - Mrs. Tuazon-King
Kaysen ~~ 5H - Ms. Hanson
Miles ~~ 3W - Ms. Weststrate
Kali ~~ KB - Ms. Baird

October

Scarlett ~~ KB - Ms. Baird
Ghazal ~~ 4TK - Mrs. Tuazon-King
Corbyn ~~ 5H - Ms. Hanson
 

October

 

https://www.rdpsd.ab.ca/page/290/values-for-learning-and-life


Community ConnectionsCommunity Connections
Explaining the

News to our Kids
Disturbing news events can leave us

speechless. Knowing how and when to talk
with kids—and when to listen—can help.

  Read this article from Common
Sense Media to help parents explain

news/current events to young
children

Please click here to learn
more about the Canada

Dental Benefit.   The first
benefit period was a
success, with 45% of

eligible children in
Alberta—39,330—

receiving the benefit.
That’s something to smile

about!  

OP School is so proud of one of our Grade 4 Students 
(name withheld)

for being a finalist in over 1500 submissions for a
coloring contest with Western Varieties Wholesale

The second & final benefit period will help cover dental care
costs between July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024, & we want to

make sure that all eligible families know about the benefit &
how to apply. Even families who applied during the first
benefit period can re-apply for the final benefit period.

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/articles/explaining-the-news-to-our-kids?j=9482143&sfmc_sub=171668591&l=2048712_HTML&u=225347831&mid=6409703&jb=1012&utm_source=media_israel-hamas_2023.10.13&utm_medium=email
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/articles/explaining-the-news-to-our-kids?j=9482143&sfmc_sub=171668591&l=2048712_HTML&u=225347831&mid=6409703&jb=1012&utm_source=media_israel-hamas_2023.10.13&utm_medium=email
http://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-family-benefits/dental-benefit.html
http://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-family-benefits/dental-benefit.html


Community ConnectionsCommunity Connections
FREE Family & Child Programs from

McMan - Linked here! 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/122-k23UBcJGSfmZ00PxZrWDCFj5724Mt/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/122-k23UBcJGSfmZ00PxZrWDCFj5724Mt/view?usp=sharing


School Council Meetings:  
(formerly called  Parent Council)

Our next meeting will take place on:

Wednesday, November 15, 2023
3:45 PM

OP Library

ALL OP Parents are welcome to attend.
Please join our Oriole Park School Parents & School

Council Facebook Group!  Link Here

OP School Council
welcomes ALL parents to our meetings so you have a voice and can stay
informed on what is happening at your child's school.  We look forward to
a wonderful working relationship with our families and OP Staff.  If you

don’t have child care, bring your child/children!

OP School Council email:  op-schoolcouncil@rdpsd.ab.ca

School Council Fundraiser:  HealthyHunger.ca

CONTACT  US

or use Parent App

403 - 347 - 3731

op@rdpsd.ab.ca

oriolepark.rdpsd.ab.ca

403 - 347 - 3735
opinfo@rdpsd.ab.ca

School Council CornerOP Contact Info

Quick Parent Links

5 Oldbury Street
Red Deer AB

T4N 2A8

OP Parent Info - Website
Healthy Hunger  
Volunteering in RDPSD Schools

Our OP School Website is our primary source of communication between the school & home.
Please ensure you check out the OP Website regularly.  You can also follow us on Facebook

(@OrioleParkElementaryRDP) &/or Instragram (Ecole_Oriole_Park_School)
Each Homeroom teacher hosts a class website as well. Please connect with your child’s homeroom

teacher if you have any questions or concerns about communication.  
We host Parent-Teacher Conferences on the following dates:

October 4 & 5 (informal) // December 6 & 7 (Report Card) // March 13 & 14 (Report Card)

Each month, the office emails out our monthly newsletter.  If your email address changes, please ensure
you update your RSVP in PS as that is the only way we can communicate en-masse with families. 
Sandy, Jacki & the OP Admin are always available to answer any questions or field any concerns.  

RDPSD abides by a 6 am - 6 pm policy - please do not expect communication from staff outside those
hours or on weekends.

OP Communication

https://www.rdpsd.ab.ca/page/290/values-for-learning-and-life
https://www.facebook.com/groups/395255472060262
mailto:op-schoolcouncil@rdpsd.ab.ca
http://healthyhunger.ca/
http://healthyhunger.ca/
http://healthyhunger.ca/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sJ68S92219bDCQpP4SfG6v2llPERT41vb23AUAVXwcQ/edit
mailto:op@rdpsd.ab.ca
http://oriolepark.rdpsd.ab.ca/
mailto:opinfo@rdpsd.ab.ca
https://www.rdpsd.ab.ca/oriolepark/page/3261/parents
http://healthyhunger.ca/
https://www.rdpsd.ab.ca/page/94760/volunteering-at-red-deer-public-schools
https://www.rdpsd.ab.ca/oriolepark
https://www.rdpsd.ab.ca/oriolepark
https://www.rdpsd.ab.ca/oriolepark/page/8067/classroom-pages
https://www.rdpsd.ab.ca/oriolepark/page/80105/newsletter-archive
https://www.rdpsd.ab.ca/oriolepark/page/81392/parent-powerschool-help

